Dear All:

Here are some guiding thoughts to help you with your first assignment, the critical review. You are asked to review only ONE of the essays listed.

A critical review is not primarily a summary. Rather, it analyzes, comments on and evaluates the work of the author. Your review should show that you can recognize arguments and engage in critical thinking. Keep the following questions in mind as you read, make notes, and then write the critical review:

· What is the specific topic of the essay? What overall purpose does it seem to have?
· Does the author state an explicit thesis? Does he/she have an ‘axe to grind’? What are the essays theoretical assumptions? Are they discussed explicitly?
· What exactly does the work contribute to the overall topic of the 
         environmental challenge?
· What kind of material does the essay present (primary documents or secondary material, personal observations, literary analysis, quantitative data, biographical or historical accounts, etc.)?
· How is the material used to demonstrate and argue the thesis?
· Feel free to either quote or summarize specific passages to describe the author’s presentation, including writing style and tone.
· Are there alternative/’more persuasive’ ways of arguing from the same material? Does the author show awareness of them?
· What theoretical issues and topics for further discussion does the work raise?
· What are your own reactions and considered opinions regarding the work?

That said, you still need to have a thesis statement which captures 
your take on the thrust of the essay you have decided to review.

In reviewing your chosen author's essay, your paper will of course be 
informed by, and draw upon your broader knowledge of the issues and our discourse in class thus far. However, your review should NOT 'provoke' you to launch into a broad, general discussion of your perspective on the themes discussed in the essay, and only superficially discuss the gist of the key observations and key arguments made by the author. 

It must focus specifically on reviewing the author’s take on the issues raised as well as the strength/validity/persuasiveness, or weakness 
of the respective arguments made. And as I mentioned in our inaugural class: We are not interested in where you come out per se. We are only interested in your ability to capture the main thrust of the arguments advanced and the power and persuasiveness of your reasoning.

Furthermore, your assignment will be evaluated based on: 

· Strength of arguments (has the student addressed the assignment correctly, made reasonable arguments, accurately captured the ideas of the essay, are their glaring omissions in the logic or evidence used?), 
· Structure (is there a reasonable structure or layout to the paper and its arguments, does the introduction section provide a sense of what is to be expected, and what will be argued, does the concluding section accurately capture the key points of the essay), 
· Execution (is the writing clear and cogent, is the referencing system consistent, are quality sources used, is appropriately formal language used).
· Suggested Assignment Structure:
· Abstract
· Introduction
· Body
· Analysis
· Conclusion
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